
Rules on wagon requesting 

 
Terms and Conditions of Use of Freight Wagons owned by other 
keepers 
 
Applicable as of 1 January 2017 
 
 

 
1 General 
 

These Terms and Conditions apply to the use of privately-owned freight wagons 
(private wagons), i.e. wagons not owned by a rail undertaking.   
 The Customer is obliged to comply with the Terms and Conditions set out below, and 
is obliged to pay the additional services listed herein. Carriage of private wagons as 
means of transport, issuing of the wagon note, and wagon repairs at a workshop are 
regulated by the GCU. 
 
Wagons furnished for transport by the Customer are owned by transport users 
(keepers). These Terms and Conditions also apply to carrier's own wagons given to 
transport users (wagon lessee) for rental the carrier. Hereinafter: »wagon«. 
 
These wagons – either loaded or empty – are handed over for carriage in: 
- In-land transport with the SPPO-1 consignment note. 
- International transport with the CIM consignment note when the wagons are loaded 
with goods or when empty wagons are consigned as goods (NHM-pos 8606.00). 
When wagons are consigned in international transport as means of transport, they 
shall be consigned with the CUV wagon note (NHM-pos. 9921.00 – 9921.40 or 
9922.00 – 9922.40). 

 
 
2 Wagon damage 
 
2.1 When a wagon sustains damage and is unable to run as a result, the station that 

identified the damage shall notify the consignor or the keeper (depending on their 
authorisation), providing the following information (CIT-8 and a formal report): 

 Wagon number, 

 Address listed on the wagon, 

 Wagon information (whether empty or loaded, subject to a carriage 
agreement), 

 Date and place of wagon's removal from service, 

 Nature of damage and address and telephone number of the competent 
department. 

 
2.2 The Rail Undertaking (RU) (ŽPP) undertakes to put back to running order any wagon 

that sustained damage and had to be taken out of service as a result. However the 
RU shall have no such obligation if the severity of damage necessitates the wagon be 
loaded onto another wagon. ŽPP. 
 

2.3 SŽ-TP shall arrange the necessary wagon repairs without the keeper's agreement 
(i.e. of its own motion) when the repair costs do not exceed EUR 850.00.   

 
2.4 When repairs are carried out without keeper's agreement in line with Point 2.3 and 

are expected to take more than 4 days to complete, the following shall apply:    



 
a) If a wagon is subject to a contract of carriage, SŽ-TP shall obtain instructions from 
the consignor whether the wagon is to continue its journey under the said CIM 
contract of carriage or if, instead, the said carriage is to be amended. If SŽ-TP 
receives no instructions, the relevant contract of carriage shall apply. 
b) If a wagon is not subject to a contract of carriage, SŽ-TP shall obtain instructions 
from the keeper concerning the use or carriage of wagon. If SŽ-TP does not receive 
such instructions by the time the repairs are completed, it shall be entitled to return 
the wagon back to its station of origin together with a consignment note for in-land 
carriage or a CIM consignment note or, instead, with a CUV wagon note issued to the 
name and address of the keeper. 
 

 
2.5 When the repairs are carried out with the keeper's agreement, the following shall 

apply: 
 

a) If a wagon is subject to a contract of carriage, the station at which the damage was 
identified shall request directly from the consignor instructions on the use or carriage 
of wagon after the repairs. 
b) If a wagon is not subject to a contract of carriage, the station at which the damage 
was identified shall request from the keeper instructions on the use of wagon after the 
repairs. 

 
If no instructions concerning the use of wagon are received within 8 days following 
such request, SŽ-TP shall be entitled to return the wagon back to its station of origin 
together with a consignment note for in-land carriage or a CIM consignment note or, 
instead, with a CUV wagon note issued to the name and address of the keeper. 

 
2.6.  When a wagon that is loaded sustains damage and needs to be unloaded for repairs, 

the provisions regulating the carriage of empty wagons not subject to a contract of 
carriage shall apply.   

 
2.7. Carriage costs and other costs associated with damage of the wagon taken out of 

service shall be calculated as follows: 
 

a) If the wagon was taken out of service when a contract of carriage was in effect: 
- from the forwarding station up to the station where the wagon was taken out of 

service. 
 b) In any other case: 

- from the station where the wagon was taken out of service up to the workshop, 
respectively to the workshops when the wagon was sent to several workshops;  

- from the station where a particular workshop is located to the station where 
the next workshop is located; 

- from the station where the final workshop is located to the station where the 
wagon is made available to the keeper. 

 
 
2.8 When a loaded wagon is hauled from the station where the wagon was taken out of 

service to the workshop/workshops, such carriage shall be charged as an empty run. 
 
2.9 When the damage is attributable to the carrier, the costs incurred by the keeper shall 

be reduced proportionally. 
 
2.10 The carriage costs and other costs incurred up to the station at which the wagon was 

stopped, costs of notifying the consignor and keeper, and other costs associated with 



carrying out the instructions or returning the wagon without keeper's agreement to the 
station of origin shall chargeable against the consignment. 

 
2.11 The wagon lessee whose name is entered in the consignment note shall have, in line 

with these regulations, the rights and obligations of a keeper.  
 
2.12 The keeper has the right to hand over a wagon for carriage. Any other consignor shall 

hand over to the station of forwarding, in addition to the consignment note (or the 
CUV wagon note), the keeper’s authorisation, which can apply also to wagons from 
the previous consignment, and when the forwarding station received – before the 
conclusion of a new contract of carriage – no instructions by the keeper, whether in 
writing or electronically (by e-mail), that the wagon cannot be consigned without the 
keeper’s agreement.  

 
2.13 Unless otherwise ordered by the keeper, the carrier shall be entitled to send to the 

keeper at the latter's expense: 
- any empty wagon where loading was started after 15 days following the day the 
wagon was made available,  
- any wagon which arrived loaded and was not reforwarded within 8 days following its 
unloading, 
 
back to the station of origin together with the relevant consignment note (or CUV 
wagon note) issued to the keeper's name and address. 

 
When the carrier does not choose this option, it shall notify the keeper thereof after 
the expiry of the periods mentioned above, and shall return the wagon in 8 days 
following the notice. 

 
These provisions do not apply to wagons located in the country of their registration or 
on industrial sidings. 

 
2.14 The consignor may attach, to the consignment note of a loaded wagon, a 

consignment note (or CUV wagon note) for the return or forwarding of the wagon 
once empty. In such case the consignor shall enter the code and name of the relevant 
appendix in box 9 (appendices) of the consignment note. 

 
 
3. Scope of the GCU  
 
3.1 In line with the GCU, SŽ-TP carries P wagons as means of transport, and not as 

goods. The use of a wagon as means of transport is regulated by the GCU (available 
on www.gcubureau.org) 

  When the customer deploys wagons whose keeper is not a GCU signatory, the 
customer shall accept full liability of the keeper in the sense of the GCU. 

 
4. Maintenance requirements for ECM wagons  
 
4.1. Each wagon shall have an entity in charge of maintenance (ECM) assigned it. The 

keeper's list of ECM wagons is avaiable on www.era.europa.eu. The keeper shall 
provide an ECM statement when so requested by SŽ-TP. 

 
4.2. The customer shall provide a statement – certificate of ECM – when so requested by 

SŽ-TP. Failure to do so shall result in all maintenance costs charged to the customer 
or in the removal of wagon from service. SŽ-TP shall verify the ECM of each wagon 

http://www.gcubureau.org/
http://www.era.europa.eu/


upon entering SŽ rail network. If the ECM cannot be verified, wagons from the 
handing over carrier shall be refused. 

 
5. Wagon condition and notice of damage 
 
5.1. The Customer shall handle the wagons in line with the relevant regulations, and shall 

comply with all regulations concerning wagon use and loading.  
 
6. Liability for wagon damage caused by third party  
 
6.1. The customer shall be held liable for all damage or for any additional costs incurred 

by the wagon keeper (e.g. damage relating to a loss of use – Annex 6 of the GCU, 
wagons returned late) unless when SŽ-TP is shown to be liable (liability shall be 
established according to the Wagon damage report). In line with Article 27 of the 
GCU, the keeper shall be presumed to be at fault if it has not correctly fulfilled its 
duties as these arise from Article 7 (technical admission and maintenance of 
wagons), unless this breach of duty did not cause or contribute to the damage.  
The liable party shall indemnify the user RU against any third party claims if the user 
RU is not at fault. Liability to third parties shall be established according to the Wagon 
damage report.  

 
 
7. Wagon provision 
 
 Provision of wagons shall comprise: 
 - Haulage of a wagon to and from feeder track or handling siding, 

- Provision of wagon on a loading ramp or industrial siding,  
- Acceptance of wagon on a loading ramp or industrial siding,  
- Haulage to or acceptance onto an industrial siding is charged by SŽ in line with the 
applicable tariff or under a separate arrangement. 

 
8. Loading period for P wagon on industrial sidings  
 
8.1. The loading period associated with haulage of P wagons to/from SŽ-TP-owned tracks 

is set out in the customer agreement or under the relevant tariff (7 hours). This 
loading period shall also be used to handle customs and other administrative 
formalities.  

 
8.2. The loading period shall begin when the wagon is handed over for loading, or when 

the hand-over could have taken place but was prevented by circumstances not 
attributable to a fault of SŽ-TP. 

 
8.3. If the agreed period is exceeded, SŽ-TP shall charge a fee in line with the applicable 

tariff.    
 


